A Summary of Events in the Sudan from 1819-1899
The state of the country in 1861 is described by Sir
Samuel Baker, who travelled southward that year through
Khartoum to explore the interior and meet Speke, the
discoverer of Lake Victoria Nyanza. The picture he
draws is one of utter misery and ruin.
In 1863 Ismail Pasha succeeded to the throne of Egypt
and determined to consolidate and extend his territories.
He also realised that the force of public opinion in Europe
demanded that steps be taken to check the scandal of
the slave-trade. In furtherance of the first of these objects
Suakin and Massawa were placed under Egyptian juris-
diction by an Imperial Firman issued in 1885, The tribute
payable by Egypt to the Sultan was, at the same time,
raised by £37,500 a year. Ismail at the same time laid
a claim to certain other coastal areas which had once been
held by the Turks or Arabs, and made plans for a railway
to Massawa through the Bogos Province of Abyssinia.
In the course of putting these plans into effect and of
generally increasing his activities in the Eastern Sudan,
his forces clashed, as was inevitable, with those of the
Negus of Abyssinia.
In April of 1869 Ismail Pasha granted to Sir S. Baker
powers over all the Nile basin south of Gondokoro, with
instructions to annex it and effect reforms. Baker
accepted the task and, in spite of many difficulties, started
for the south in February, 1870.
Writing his impressions of the journey from Cairo to
Khartoum, he says : " I observed with dismay a frightful
change in the features of the country between Berber and
the capital since my former visit. The rich soil on the
banks of the river, which had a few years since been
highly cultivated, was abandoned. . . . There was not
a dog to howl for a lost master. Industry had vanished."
In May, 1871, Baker annexed Gondokoro, and a year
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